
Is the waterbody shown 
as a natural stream n a 

1:100,000 or 7.5 minute 
USGS Quadrangle?

Did the district show it as a 
natural stream?

Did the district show it as a 
constructed facility?

Does the waterbody 
have the appearance 

and alignment consistent 
with a natural stream?

Is the time period for 
natural flow the same as 

that of the irrigation 
supply or drainage 

season?

Is the waterbody noted as 
perennial or ephemeral on a USGS 

Quadrangle?

Does the waterbody 
flow for a significant 

period beyond normal 
rainfall events?

Have the instream aquatic 
life beneficial uses 

developed beyond the 
rainfall runoff period as a 

result of natural flow?

Has the channel been 
extensively realigned 
and reconstructed?

Is the stream noted as dominated by 
Ag supply water or Ag drainage 

water?

Which is it? 
Supply or Drainage?

What type of facility is noted?
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Figure A-1

Flowchart for Categorization of Water bodies According to the Guidelines of the California Inland Surface Waters Plan (Copy of 

flowchart from 1993 ISWP Staff Report)
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